Treatment of the Guillain-Barré syndrome by plasmapheresis.
Treatment by plasmapheresis was performed in eight adult patients with the Guillain-Barré syndrome. One patient with a chronic relapsing form underwent four separate courses of plasmapheresis and her condition improved rapidly each time. Of seven patients with acute Guillain-Barré syndrome, the condition of three improved markedly, in one partially, and in three it did not improve in association with treatment. There were no apparent differences concerning clinical and neurophysiologic parameters between those whose conditions improved and those whose conditions did not.